[bookmark: 3._________Tree_Watering:_Amount_of_wate]Tree Watering: Amount of water needed and methods to use. 
During the drought, trees must be given top watering priority over your lawn. However, caring for trees requires different watering methods than your lawn. During water restrictions, irrigation systems designed to water turf do not sufficiently water your trees. During the drought, trees should be given a higher priority than lawns. Lawns can be replaced in a matter of months whereas a 20 year old tree will take 20 years to replace.   
· How much water your tree should receive depends upon the tree size. A general rule of thumb is to use approximately 10 gallons of water per inch of trunk diameter for each watering. Measure trunk diameter at knee height. General formula: Tree Diameter x 5 minutes = Total Watering Time. 
· Example: When you hand water using a hose at medium pressure, it will take approximately 5 minutes to produce 10 gallons of water. If you have a 4” diameter tree, it should receive 40 gallons of water - multiply by 5 minutes to equal total watering time of 20 minutes. 
· All size trees should be watered April through September according to the guidelines below. All trees should also receive adequate water during the winter months too –For more information on winter watering, see below. 
· Water should be distributed evenly under the dripline of the tree. 
  The best watering method depends upon whether you have a small (1-7” diameter), medium (8-15” diameter) or large sized (16”+ diameter) tree.   
· Small Trees (1-7” diameter) –3 times per month, April through September. 
· Newly planted and smaller trees can get adequate water within the existing watering restrictions by hand watering with a soft spray hose attachment as a separate zone on your designated day. 
      Small trees are best watered using the following methods: 
· Automated drip irrigation system/soaker hose. 
· End of the hose using a soft spray attachment at medium pressure 
· 5-gallon bucket (with ¼” holes drilled in bottom) or watering bags – filled and set under the dripline. 
· Soil needle (deep root feeder) - Work the needle into the soil at an angle to a depth of 8 inches. Use the needle at low to moderate water pressure. Water the area under the branches in at least twelve sites. Scatter the sites around the area bordered by the drip line. For new trees and those planted within five years, place the needle at least three feet from the trunk. Water a minimum of four sites around young trees. 
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