Tree Planting Recommendations

1. Trees shall be planted so that the root ball is equal to or slightly higher than the surrounding soil surface. 

2. The planting hole should be dug 2-3 times the diameter of the root ball. The depth of the hole should be slightly LESS than the height of the root ball. Breaking up compacted soil outside the planting area is highly recommended to hasten root growth. The planting hole should be backfilled so as to avoid leaving large voids (air pockets). Soil should be placed firmly in the hole without compacting it. Avoid backfilling with heavy clay soil.

3. The trunk flare (root crown) shall be visible and not covered by any container soil and/or planting backfill. The trunk flare (root flare, root crown) is the abrupt swelling where roots join the trunk. This point should be visible at the top of the root ball. If the trunk flare is not visible, remove soil or media from the top of the ball until it is visible. 

4. Avoid damage, especially to the trunk of the tree, during transportation and planting. 

5. Plant trees in an upright position.
6.  All synthetic materials from around the tree trunk and root ball shall be removed and not evident within the backfill soil mix. String, rope, synthetic burlap, plastic, strapping, and other materials that will not decompose in the soil shall be removed at planting. Natural burlap and wire baskets should be removed from at least the upper 1/3 of the root ball.

7. Cover the root ball and planting hole area with 2-4” of mulch. If the trees will be watered with a hose, bucket or other high volume means, construct a berm (not higher than 4”) out of mulch at the edge of the planting hole.

8. The root flare shall be slightly above the surface of the surrounding soil and exposed at all times. 

9. Provide staking or other support system as needed. Provisions should be made to remove staking material after about 1 year, or when the trees no longer require support. Wire or other material left on the trunk longer can girdle and kill the tree. 
