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For a Healthier Maryland

Dear Partner,






September 2009

It’s the fall planting season and The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is asking for your help to get Marylanders to plant trees.  Your organization can spread the word about a wonderful program that provides a $25 coupon toward the purchase of a tree for planting.  The program is open to Maryland homeowners, businesses and community groups.  It’s an easy way for a citizen to do something to help our treasured Chesapeake Bay and our own communities. 

PLANT and BE COUNTED is a call to Marylanders to plant trees this fall and register them online. This State program offers a $25 coupon to purchase any native tree costing $50 or more from participating nurseries throughout the state. There is no limit on how many coupons can be used and they can be printed directly from the web site. This site also has guidance for selecting and planting trees for your location as well as a tool to calculate the benefit of the trees planted.

We are also asking that anyone who plants a tree to register the location on the interactive map on our website so that we can track our progress at http://www.trees.maryland.gov/. The goal is have citizens plant and register 50,000 trees a year to help with improving air and water quality. When trees are registered on the web site they become eligible for prize drawings, which include park passes, outdoor furniture and a yacht tour for 10 on the West and Rhode Rivers in spring 2010.

The initial $480,000 used to fund the program is part of a $4.6 billion regional settlement by a major Midwest power generator for clean air act violations.  Provided through an agreement with the Office of the Attorney General and the Maryland Department of the Environment, this income from fines must be used for environmental projects.

What we are asking you to do:

1. Send out an email blast about the program with a coupon attached to your list.

2. Post a link to http://www.trees.maryland.gov/  on your website with a logo and program description.

3. Hand out coupons at your events.  Please let us know if you need supplies.

4. Register any trees that you’ve planted since April 1, 2009, even if you didn’t use coupons

5. Tell your friends and family.

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you for all you do for our environment.

Scott Hymes      

shymes@dnr.state.md.us


410-260-8746
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